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The conversation with Bonaparte began
respecting the passage to the Cape, and
from that to maritime events of the late
war. He said the Dutch were a stupid
people, much behind some other European
nations; till he built ships at Antwerp
they had a very bad navy. It was his in-
tention to have formed another arsenal
at Cuxhaven. He spoke again of the im-
proved camels by which he floated the
Rivoli with all her guns. His engineer
had proposed that this camel should have
guns mounted on its sides, lest a small
vessel should oppose their coming over the
shoals. This appeared a favourite project,
as he frequently recurred to it. They then
spoke of the Russians and Germans. Bona-
parte said the former were the braver
soldiers, that the Germans were not good
troops. The Admiral asked what he thought
of the Cossacks. He replied that they were
the most active and intelligent men that he
knew; they could cross a country in,which
they had never been before in a most